Avery Willis Prayer Letter 
December 2009
Dear
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  Thank you, prayer partner, for helping us have one of the most productive times in our ministry. Neither you nor we have time for us to mention all the things we are thankful to God for.
You can get an autographed copy of Avery and Matt’s book, Learning to Soar for $13.99 ($4.00 off for the Christmas season).  You just need to tell Avery what you want him to say on the autograph by sending an email on the Contact Us dropdown menu on www.learningtosoar.org.  Or you can give $5.00 to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions by paying the regular price on the www.imb.org site.  To order, put the name of the book in Search. 
Please note the longer-range prayer requests this month.  We usually only give requests for one month, but we need prayers for many things longer and bigger. 
Avery and Shirley                                          

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR DECEMBER
Many the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; 
establish the work our hands for us.” Psalm 90:17      
1. Pray for Avery as he writes learning activities and edits five weekly studies for The DNA of Discipleship book, Dec. 1-7.

2. Pray for Avery and Walk Through the Bible as they help him develop 52 hand signs to go with the recorded stories from Creation to Christ. Pray for him as he presents orality to them and consults with them on how they can use orality in their ministry, Dec. 9-11, Atlanta, GA.

3. Pray for Avery and Mark Snowden Dec. 12 in Atlanta, GA, as they plan for a Truth That Sticks DVD and the promotion of the book they have written to be released by NavPress in August 2010.

4. Pray for Avery as he meets with potential donors to the International Orality Network in Atlanta and Memphis, Dec. 14-15. If you would like to have a part in this world-changing mission you can make your check to The National Christian Foundation, for The ION Fund, #149666 and send it and a note designating it to the ION FUND to the Tijeras Foundation, 1311 Tijeras Ave NW, Albuquerque NM 87102. Thank you.

5. Pray for our daughter, Krista and her family as they come home for Christmas from Indonesia Dec 12-14 and most of the Willis clan who will be home for our traditional week of holiday celebrations between Dec. 26 and Jan. 2.

6. Pray for the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International missions.  Due to the shortfall last year in the LMCO, Cooperative Program, and the weak dollar overseas, the IMB is faced with reducing the missionary force by 600 persons plus cutting work budgets for 2010 unless the $175 million goal is surpassed. For more than 50 years we have given an extra tithe to LMCO, all of which goes directly to the field. Would you join us? Pray many people will give Jesus a birthday offering this year.

7. Pray for the 23 member Great Commission Resurgence Task Force as they make recommendations to focus Southern Baptists on fulfilling the Great Commission. Pray for a radical restructuring of the SBC and the filling of the three top missions related positions—the presidents of the International Mission Board, the North American Mission Board and the SBC Executive Committee in 2010. This seems to be a special time to join God in what He is doing.  

8. Pray for our DNA21 Launch team as we plan the launch of a discipleship revolution to make disciples as Jesus did, at the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, April 22-24, 2010. You can find out more on our www.averywillis.org website.

9. Pray for our preparations for the Call2All Next Generation Congress in New Zealand, Jan. 19-22. This differs from the normal Call2All for key leaders and focuses on recruiting 18-29 year olds as the next generation of missionaries to unreached people groups.

PRAYER ANSWERS FOR NOVEMBER
I pray to you, O Lord, in the time of your favor;
 in your great love, O God, answer me.” Psalm 69:13
1. REQUEST: This request came after the prayer letter went out so we put it on Facebook and Twitter.  Pray for Avery, Henry Blackaby and T. W. Hunt as they talk to the SBC Great Commission Resurgence Task Force on Nov. 23 about what God is doing in the world, America and how the GCR Task can join God in their recommendations.  
ANSWER: We had a time to remember with the GCR Task Force and Avery spent the next two days answering questions from them about things we proposed.  Pray for Chairman Ronnie Floyd and the task force as they seek to initiate a Great Commission Resurgence in the Southern Baptist Convention. Pray for T. W.’s wife, Laverne, who is terminally ill and for Johnny Hunt (no relation), president of the SBC who has prostate cancer. 

2. REQUEST: Pray for Avery and the Trans World Radio board meeting in Cary NC, Nov. 9-10 
ANSWER: Trans World Radio changed their name to TWR. It was announced that this leading global media ministry speaks fluently in more than 200 languages and dialects over 2000 radio stations in 160 countries and comprises the world’s most far-reaching Christian media network for reaching the unreached and unengaged. Pray for them.

3. REQUEST: Pray for Avery and Lisa Sells as they revise and edit The DNA of Discipleship workbook to train small group leaders to make disciples. It is written by Jim Putman, Bill Krause, Brandon Guindon from Real Life Ministries Church and Avery. It will be his primary focus this month.
ANSWER: Avery and Lisa have been able to do their parts but because of other delays Avery is left with the task of developing the learning activities for the remaining five weeks of study in one week, Dec. 1-7. Pray for us.

4. REQUEST: Pray for the completion of the translation, checking and publishing of Making Disciples of Oral Learners in Arabic for the Call2All congress in the Egypt, December 1-4.  Pray also that 400-500 leaders from 23 Middle Eastern countries will be able to attend. See www.call2all.org 
ANSWER: Because of critical security concerns for the safety and access of participants, the local sponsors cancelled the Call2All in Egypt.  They are planning to reschedule it in another country early next year.

5. REQUEST: Pray for the ION task force’s conference phone calls and recommendations on membership and organization for the International Orality Network. 
ANSWER:  Progress is being made on restructuring ION to meet the tsunami of requests coming from around the world for training, consultations and resources. Keep praying for this task force’s to make the right recommendations in February 2010.

6. REQUEST: Pray for the Lausanne 2010 planning committee on orality that Avery leads as it plans for the first full Lausanne Conference in twenty years.
ANSWER: We are hard at work planning for Lausanne III in Cape Town in October 2010.  Orality is one of the strategic priorities and we will have several times for presentations at the conference and be featured on the monthly Global Consultations in 2010 on the Internet in cooperation with about 200 universities and seminaries around the world

7. REQUEST: Pray for Avery’s health and trip to Call2All in Cairo, Egypt on Nov. 28.
ANSWER: The doctors sent Avery to the Barnes Hospital (St. Louis) to discover the cause of his low white blood count.  In the visit this month they discovered that his red blood count is also down and are doing further tests. Pray for the doctors to discover the problem and give him renewed strength and recovery.

8. REQUEST: Pray for God to speak to individuals and churches that are studying, Learning to Soar: How to Grow Through Transitions and Trials.
ANSWER:  Avery and Rick and Jayne Brekelbaum trained 14 small group facilitators at our church, Bella Vista Baptist, on Nov. 14.  The pastor will preach eight weeks on the book beginning in January 2010 and small groups will discuss the book and learn to tell the Bible stories about Israel from Egypt to the Promised Land.  This is the first step in beginning home groups that will tell Bible stories in geographical zones in Bella Vista. You, too, can learn how to tell the Bible stories by watching two demonstrations by Avery, his teaching a group member how to tell a story, and then watching her do it.  See Training on www.learningtosoar.org.

Gazing on God's Glory and Telling His Story,

Avery Willis
Executive Director
International Orality Network 
36 Reading Lane
Bella Vista AR 72714
1 479 876 1447
1 479 659 4138

[image: ]For more information on the book, free downloads and resources go to www.learningtosoar.org
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