Avery Willis Prayer Letter
June 2009

Dear Friends,

We are asking you for special prayer for our June ministry.  We have more requests and answers than usual and hope you can take the time to pray for them as God brings them to your mind and heart. We know you are busy but we are listing them because your prayers are resulting in unprecedented advance.  Don’t miss the last answer.

God bless you.

Avery and Shirley                                          

      PRAYER REQUESTS FOR JUNE

”If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.”

Matt. 21:22
1. Pray for the Global Day of Prayer, May 31, that originates in Hong Kong and will be observed in all 214 nations of the world by an anticipated 200 million people on Pentecost Sunday.  GDOP also kicks off the Call2All Congress in Hong Kong.

2. Pray for 2,000 plus representatives from 100 nations participating in the first global Call2All Congress in Hong Kong, June 1-4.  Pray for participants’ travel, customs, visas and expenses. Pray for us as Congress leaders from many nations to inform, inspire and equip them to go home and issue a Call2All to their own people to finish the Great Commission.  All seven congress themes will present breakthrough strategies and the participants will spend a majority of the time strategizing how they can personally implement them in their countries and local situations.  See www.call2all.org and www.call2allmedia.org for information and videos of Call2All.

3. Pray for the globalization and expansion of the International Orality Network as representatives from around the world meet, June 5, in Hong Kong to strategize how to spread the word and share expertise about oral strategies.  We will consider establishing ION chapters in a number of new countries.

4. Pray for Avery who returns from Hong Kong to Indonesia, June 6, for a the Trans World Radio Board meeting in Indonesia and then flies all night, June 8, to get to the Lausanne Committee on World Evangelization planning meeting in Seoul, Korea.  Pray for Shirley’s travels as she boards a different airline in Jakarta to go home on the same day.

5. Pray for the Lausanne leaders meeting, June 8-12, in Seoul Korea to make plans for Lausanne III in 2010 in Cape Town, South Africa. This is the third official meeting of evangelicals since Billy Graham launched it in 1974. Orality will be given a special spotlight.

6. Pray for the ION Three-Year Strategy Committee and a majority of the ION Executive Committee as we meet June 8 and 10 in Seoul, Korea at the Lausanne meeting to map out our strategy for the next three years.  Pray for Samuel Chiang, Global Coordinator, who heads the seven-person committee.
7. Pray for God to lead the right persons to join in the leadership of ION across the world.  We are in conversation with several who need your prayers for guidance and support.  

8. Pray for a replacement for Avery’s Administrative Associate, Stacy Ash who is stepping down to focus her efforts on being a full-time mom.  Avery needs an experienced executive assistant to keep all the “balls in the air”, administrate several new initiatives this year and keep him sane (that is a big order! (). 

9. Pray for the OneStory Advisory Board and Table 71 as we meet June 18-19 in Orlando FL.,

10. Pray for the Southern Baptist Convention meeting in Louisville, KY June 21-24 and decisions related to the proposal for a Great Commission Resurgence.

11. Pray for the International Mission Board that has had to suspend the appointment of all two-year missionaries and curtail career appointments for the rest of 2009 because of the decline in giving during these difficult economic times.  Pray for the implementation of sweeping strategic changes.

12. Pray for a meeting Avery has with Mark Snowden June 29 in Atlanta about the Truth That Sticks book they are co-authoring.  We are making good progress.

13. Pray for a meeting of the Great Commission Partners made up of donors and key ministry leaders in Atlanta, June 30, as we strategize how to fund the acceleration of the Great Commission.
PRAYER ANSWERS FOR MAY

 “I Cry Out To God Most High, To God 

Who Fulfills His Purpose For Me. Psa. 57:2” 
1. REQUEST: Pray for Avery, May 6, as he speaks to Women on Mission at the Bella Vista Baptist Church on the condition of Christianity in the US and the World.
ANSWER: God used this time to help Avery and those present to understand better where we are in America and what we need to do to see revival.  Read Isaiah 5.

2. REQUEST: Pray for a meeting with Tom Tatlow and Bruce Cushing who are coming to our home May 6 from Trans World Radio to consult with Avery about TWR’s future strategy for orality.
ANSWER: They said that it was a very helpful meeting (and worth the trip to Arkansas) to see how to implement all Trans World Radio global strategies in light of what God is doing around the world.

3. REQUEST: Pray for Shirley and Avery’s trip to Indonesia, May 8.  Pray that Shirley will get a good plane seat so she can guard her shoulder that is still immobilized from rotator cuff surgery.  Pray for traveling mercies for this five-week trip. During this three-month period Avery has been home three weeks.  Fortunately Shirley was able to go with him a lot.
ANSWER: The Lord really blessed us with great seats and an uneventful trip to Indonesia until we got here.  In Jakarta we split and Avery left for Semarang and Shirley for Malang.  However, after her plane was diverted to Surabaya she had to catch a bus to Malang, She was unable to connect with Krista and Cliff because they went to the wrong bus station and she had old phone numbers and their old address.  Praise the Lord 45 hours after leaving home God helped her find their house.  When they arrived home she greeted them in good spirits then immediately went to bed!  She is making unusually good progress in rehabilitating her shoulder.  Cliff who is a PE is helping with the rehab.

4. REQUEST: Pray for Avery has he leads a Lead Like Jesus seminar, May 11-13, at the Indonesian Baptist Seminary where he used to be president.  Pray for his Indonesian language to be clear and easy to understand since we left Indonesia thirty-one years ago. The Lead Like Jesus Study Guide that was co-authored by Ken Blanchard, Avery, et.al. is being translated and published in Indonesian and they are expecting 400 alumni and pastors at the seminar. They have asked prayer for their raising the funds to make it free for pastors.
ANSWER: God gave Avery special grace, strength and language to lead the workshop beginning the first morning after his arrival from 8:00 AM until 9:00 PM daily (with an Indonesian siesta in the afternoon). Over 350 pastors, faculty members and students committed themselves to lead like Jesus. The book was printed in Indonesian in time, the seminar was paid for and everything worked out although the number of participants was ten times the number the seminar was designed for.  We had wonderful visits with former colleagues, pastors, students and friends with whom we had served.  We could never have envisioned that the seminary would be led as well as it is being led, accomplishing its original purpose, and self-supporting.  It is the only school of higher education in Indonesia offering doctor’s degrees in theology and therefore is influencing 70 professors and leaders including those from other denominations.  It upholds the inerrancy of the Bible and requires every student to witness every week.

5. REQUEST: Pray for Avery as he leads the orality workshop at the Indonesian Baptist Seminary, May 14-16.
ANSWER: Two hundred participants learned to Story Like Jesus, make up songs and write poems about the stories, dramatize them, and do Indonesian dances to portray them.  The rector said that he will require every student in all the disciplines in seminary to have a class in storying. 
6. REQUEST: Pray for us as we visit and assist our children in Malang, Indonesia, May 17-27.
ANSWER: We have had a great break and enjoyed our children and their three grandchildren. Avery had opportunity to meet and story with Cliff’s team who use storying in all their work. Shirley went with volunteers from Ouachita Baptist University to work in the village schools. Connor who will be six this month was overheard during a lull asking his swimming instructor in his loud voice, “Do you know Jesus?”

7. REQUEST: Pray for our Call2All Management Team meeting in Hong Kong May 29-30 to prepare for the first Global Call2All the next week.
ANSWER: This vital meeting met many needs in preparation for the Call2All Congresses.  The leaders were able to overcome numerous obstacles to get people there from over 100 countries.

8. REQUEST that we didn’t have a chance to make was for Avery’s trip to meet the new president, provost and School Christian Service Dean of Oklahoma Baptist University in connection with the Avery T. Wills Center for Global Outreach.
ANSWER: Avery also spoke in chapel for the commissioning of the students for summer missions and ministries.  Avery had a wonderful meeting with the above new leaders of OBU on April 29 and we are thrilled with their plans to involve all students in global service during their education.  They will be proposing other initiatives in the future that we will share with you.

9. REQUEST: Pray for the ION task forces as they diligently work on aspects of orality in communication, training, theological education, women, children, music and the arts, secondary orality, funding, consultations, global coordination.  If you would like to receive the ION e-letter tell Stacy Ash at stacy@averywillis.org.
ANSWER: The task forces are hard at work. We just learned that the Mission Exchange (formerly the Evangelical Fellowship of Missions Agencies) will give the first Innovations in Missions Award to the orality movement on Sept. 22.  God has certainly used many people to bring the orality issue to the forefront in missions in just a few years. 

Gazing on God's Glory and Telling His story,

Avery and Shirley Willis
Home Phone: 1 479 876 1447
Business Phone: 1 479 366 1692
Website: www.averywillis.org
Email: avery@averywillis.org or stacy@averywillis.org
