Avery Willis Prayer Letter 
October 2009
Dear
What a wonderful Lord we serve who continues to pour out His blessings in answer to our united prayers.  We see the Lord putting wind beneath our wings as a result of the faithfulness of our prayer partners’ prayers.  Thank you!

To hear a webinar by Avery on Learning to Soar with the North Carolina Serious Disciple group Part 1: http://vimeo.com/6720623 and Part 2: http://vimeo.com/6722291
Avery and Shirley                                          

      
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR OCTOBER
“I cry out to God Most High, to God, who fulfills his purpose for me.” 
(Psa. 57:2)
1. Pray for Avery as he speaks to Missions Alive! for the Greene County Baptist Association’s annual meeting at South Gate Church, Springfield MO, Sunday night, Oct.4.

2. Pray for Avery’s trip and participation in the OneStory Leadership team meeting, Oct. 5-6 in Orlando, FL and critical decisions that need to be made.  Pray for the OneStory Advisory Board, made up of the presidents of the five mission agency partners, led by Avery, Oct. 7, Orlando, FL that will consider the important recommendations of the Leadership team.

3. Pray for Avery as he speaks on Learning to Soar on two radio programs – 

October 8, 10 am CT – Author’s Corner w/Adam Winkler, KNEO, 91.7 FM

October 23, 9:05 am PT – Internet Talk Show - The Debbie Chavez Show, www.debbiechavez.com
4. Pray for the Missions Exchange Webinar on Orality representing members from the more than 100 mission agencies in the US, October 15.
5. Pray for Avery, Bill Krause, Brandon Guindon and Jim Putman who are writing The DNA of Discipleship: Making Disciples in Real Life, a 13-week interactive book to train small group leaders to make disciples using Bible stories.  Avery is spending most of his time on it for the Dec. 1 deadline.

6. Pray for an ION weekly committee meeting on Thursdays by conference call to recommend structures and processes to accomplish the strategies adopted by the International Orality Network in September.
7. Pray for donors to underwrite the ION 2010 annual expenses of $252,000.

8. Pray for Avery’s health.  The doctors still have not discovered the cause of the low white blood count and he’s still experiencing some double vision.  However, it has been corrected with glasses but he can’t wear contacts.
9. Pray for Matt and Allison Willis in South Asia and Randy, Matt’s dad and our son, who is visiting them and leading a storying and medical team to the Naftali people that First Baptist Church, Broken Arrow, OK has engaged.
10. Pray for the five new storying groups that our daughter and son-in-law have started with the new believers in their country.
PRAYER ANSWERS FOR SEPTEMBER
“Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give 
you the desires of your heart.” Psalm 37:4
1. REQUEST: Pray for Avery, Mark Snowden, and Valerie Gresham as they write, revise and edit Truth That Sticks: Velcro Truth in a Teflon World for oral preference learners in the US by Sept. 30.
ANSWER: We finished writing the book!  Avery went through the house shouting, “Hallelujah”! Pray for Val Gresham as she completes the editing by October 15 and we put on the finishing touches.
2. REQUEST: Pray for God to use Learning To Soar to impact individuals, churches and our nation by learning to live the ways of God.

a. Pray for churches to study the book in small groups while the pastors preach four to eight weeks on the ways of God shown in Israel’s journey from Egypt to the Promised Land.
ANSWER: We have talked with churches that are planning to do it including our church. Pray for us to be able to develop a free Learning To Soar Kit to help them use it most effectively.
b. Pray that the book will jump start many on the road to growing discipleship and learning to tell Bible stories in the small groups.
ANSWER: The reviews and reports we are getting are humbling because we realize that God is doing something special in people’s lives.  So many are struggling with their “nests being stirred.”
c. Pray for our nation to recognize that God is stirring our nests to get  our attentions so we will repent, return and follow Him.  
ANSWER: Many believers are recognizing the situation we are in and are concerned. Pray for repentance, returning and revival.
d. Pray for Thom McGuire, the Learning To Soar Webmaster, as he adds new interactive features to the website. Check it out now and watch it grow. www.learningtosoar.org. 
ANSWER: Reviews, resources, storying demonstrations, and videos are posted and new features added weekly. 
e. Pray for Peter Roberts, famous videographer, to complete the Learning to Soar video showing the four stages of the growth of eagles, and for Dale Stevenson as he edits the U-tube videos of Matt and Avery telling the eagle story.  Watch on the website.
ANSWER: See six 1-2 minute new videos of Avery made by NavPress. www.learningtosoar.org. Dale Stevenson has finished the downloadable videos and they will be posted soon. You can purchase Peter Roberts’ stunning video, Learning to Soar in a week or two.  
f. Pray for new prayer partners to sign up from the website.
ANSWER: We don’t know how many have signed up but we encourage you to enlist more people to sign up and join us in prayer for a DNA Discipleship Revolution in America in 2010.
g. Pray for Avery and Rick Brekelbaum, ION Executive Associate, as they talk to leaders in Northwest Arkansas about using the book in their churches and organizations.
ANSWER: God is doing something very special in Northwest Arkansas.  He is connecting us with key leaders and they are exceptionally responsive.  Several well known persons have predicted a nationwide revival will start here. Let it be, Lord.
3. REQUEST: Pray for the International Orality Network Conference Sept. 8-12 in Minneapolis, MN.
ANSWER: This was the most effective ION conference ever and participants evaluated it the highest yet.
a. Pray for the ION Executive Board as we discuss the strategy committee’s recommendations for the coming three years and beyond. Tuesday and Wednesday, Sept. 8-9.
ANSWER: The Executive Board approved a forward looking strategy plan and appointed a committee to recommend structure and plans for the next three years to achieve it.
b. Pray for Avery and team as they present orality to the pastors and executives in Minneapolis at a luncheon on Sept. 8 at the Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapolis.
ANSWER: We had an excellent meeting for about thirty mission pastors and organizations of the Twin Cities area.
c. Pray for the ION Task Forces as they meet Sept. 9-10.
ANSWER: The task forces made excellent progress this year and made fresh plans for advance in the year ahead. The Prayer Team had many awesome responses to their prayers. 
d. Pray for the ION Conference Sept. 10-12.

i. Pray for Avery as he gives the plenary message Thursday night and the other plenary sessions.
ANSWER: There was an enthusiastic reception for the Learning to Soar presentation and video challenging ION to soar in 2010.
ii. Pray for 42 seminars including Avery and Rick Brekelbaum’s leading seminars on How to Ease into Orality using Learning to Soar, Developing a Strategy for DNA21, and Mission and Organizational Executives.
ANSWER: The diverse seminars were a real hit with the participants and the best offering ever.
4. REQUEST: Pray for Samuel Chiang, ION Global Consultant, and the Call to All Congress in Kiev, Urkaine, Sept. 15-18.  Avery has cancelled his participation in order to finish writing Truth That Sticks.
ANSWER: Up to 150 full time participants and 600 at night made deep commitments. Several leaders were sick, including President Mark Anderson cracking a kneecap while running.  Pray for his quick recovery. The Walk Through The Bible team will do the follow up orality training.
5. REQUEST: Pray for Shirley’s trial where she is being sued for an automobile accident five years ago.  Sept. 22-25 in Cherokee NC.
ANSWER: Praise the Lord, Shirley was not liable for the payment.  She said, “We won!” because the jury gave the plaintiff $3,000 less than the insurance company offered to settle out of court.
6. REQUEST: Pray for the presentation of the Innovations in Mission award that is being presented to ION by the Mission Exchange and for its impact on leaders of evangelical Mission Agencies Sept. 22 in St. Louis MO.  See and download their magazine featuring orality on the cover at: http://themissionexchange.org/downloads/tmeMag2008.pdf   Also, pray for radio interviews etc at that time to be used to inform people.
ANSWER: The leaders of more than one hundred of the mission agencies awarded the very first Innovation in Mission award in the fifth year of ION’s existence. We praise God for this recognition of what He is doing around the world.  All the glory is His. Interview was good.
7. REQUEST: Pray for the Learning to Soar webinar that Avery is leading for North Carolina leaders Sept. 23 at 9:00 AM EST. 
ANSWER: The PowerPoint did not work but the webinar went very well and the sponsors expressed their excitement over the results.
8. REQUEST: Pray for Advisory Board meeting of the Avery T. Willis Global Outreach Center at Oklahoma Baptist University, Sept. 29.
ANSWER: We saw so many of the initiatives we have proposed moving ahead. The administration has approved the development of a Master’s degree in orality, mostly on line, that will be a great leap forward in the acceptance and use of orality around the world.  Pray for President David Whitlock, Provost Stan Norman and Dean Mark McCellan over the next twelve months as they seek approval from the accrediting agency.  OBU will guarantee that half the tuition of missionary kids will be paid which when added to the IMB scholarship puts them in the top tier of Baptist universities providing education for MKs. Dale Griffin, Campus Minister, is praising the Lord for the new opportunities he has and asks prayer for the development of discipleship for the whole student body using storying.
Gazing on God's Glory and Telling His Story,
Avery Willis
Executive Director
International Orality Network 
36 Reading Lane
Bella Vista AR 72714
1 479 876 1447
1 479 659 4138
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For more information on the book, free downloads and resources go to www.learningtosoar.org
